9 


P 


P 

a 


^ 

^o 


S& 


3 
p 

3 


-0 


«0 


o 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/artistsofclinc 


Artists  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 

portraits 


Francis  Chase 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


lL  Zoo?    o&s.   OJIIBL 


From  left  to  right: 

Francis  Chase,  the  artist, 

Bernard  A.  Polek,  president 

and  chairman, 

Ben  F.  Bohac,  Talman's 

founder  and  Honorary 

Chairman  of  the  Board, 

Governor  Otto  Kerner. 


Many  of  our  customers  will  re- 
member the  Chicago  and  Illinois 
paintings  in  this  Talmanac.  They 
were  done  by  Lockport  artist 
Francis  Chase  for  our  1963,  '64, 
'65,  '66  home  calendars  —  in  all 
there  were  24  Chicago  and  24  Illi- 
nois scenes. 

While  each  of  these  calendars 
were  popular  —  downstate  custo- 
mers were  overwhelmingly  enthu- 
siastic about  the  Illinois  scenes. 
For  some,  apparently,  this  was  the 
first  time  anyone  had  ever  painted 
their  home  towns  or  countryside. 
We  were  swamped  with  offers  to 
buy  the  originals. 

In  order  to  distribute  the  more 
popular  subjects  in  a  way  that  they 
would  be  most  appreciated  and 
best  used,  we  presented  nine  of 
the  paintings  to  Governor  Otto 
Kerner   and    eight    downstate 
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mayors  at  a  Talman  luncheon.  We 
understand  these  are  now  promi- 
nently displayed  in  downstate  lo- 
cations where  the  local  people  can 
see  and  enjoy  them. 

In  accepting  the  State  Capitol 
painting,  Governor  Kerner  sug- 
gested that,  "The  provincial  peo- 
ple of  Chicago  should  see  what  the 
rest  of  the  state  looks  like,  and 
the  provincial  people  in  Cairo  and 
other  downstate  cities  should  come 
see  what  Chicago  is  like." 

That  was  in  1966.  It  was  good 
advice  then,  but  it  becomes  par- 
ticularly pertinent  now,  in  1968, 
as  we  celebrate  Illinois'  150th  year 
of  statehood. 

Our  long-time  customers  know 
the  origin  of  the  "How  Rich  is  the 
Prairie  State"  title.  In  1948,  when 
we  made  the  big  move  from  51st 
Street  to  our  present  location,  we 
told  the  Talman  story  —  from  the 
day  of  its  founding  by  Ben  F. 
Bohac  in  1922  up  to  1948  —  in  a 
booklet  entitled  "How  Rich  is  the 
Prairie." 

In  1922,  51st  Street  south  of 
Talman  Avenue  still  had  much 
open  prairie  land.  It  was  here,  on 
the  prairie,  that  Ben  Bohac  built 
the  first  Talman  building  —  a 
wooden  structure  combining  busi- 
ness office  and  home  for  his 
family. 

The  growth  of  Talman  from 
January  6,  1922  —  when  Tal- 
man's members  put  $692.75  of 
their  savings  into  its  treasury  — 
to  a  25-mill ion-dollar  association 
in  1948  was  spectacular.  Yet, 
eight  years  later,  in  1956,  Talman 


had  grown  to  more  than  five  times 
that  size  and  it  was  necessary  to 
expand  our  office  space  again.  At 
that  time,  we  updated  and  reis- 
sued our  "Prairie  Book." 

Now,  in  April,  1968,  Talman's 
assets  are  well  over  635  million 
dollars,  and  we  are  in  the  process 
of  building  additional  office  and 
parking  facilities  to  accommodate 
our  growing  number  of  customers. 
The  new  building  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  56th  and  Kedzie 
will  consist  of  a  full  basement  to 
l)e  utilized  for  various  office  facili- 
ties, a  ground  level,  eight-window 
drive-up,  and  two  levels  of  park- 
ing space.  We  expect  completion 
by  late  fall.  I  hope  to  welcome  you 
personally  then  at  our  open  house. 

We  could  update  our  "Prairie 
Book"  once  more  in  anticipation 
of  the  occasion,  but  it  seems  much 
more  appropriate  now  to  link  Tal- 
man's growth  and  success  to  that 
of  Illinois.  How  Rich  is  the  Prairie 
State?  The  46-year  history  of  Tal- 
man, and  the  150-year  history  of 
Illinois  would  indicate  that  for 
those  who  will  dream,  and  work, 
and  build,  there  seems  to  be  no  end 
to  its  richness. 

We  offer  this  Talmanac  as  an 
hors  d'oeuvre,  hoping  to  whet  your 
appetite  to  see  more  of  your  state 
in  '68. 


lhu~*^Jltf. 


President  and  Chairman 
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